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W
e classify:

●  film
s, trailers and advertisem

ents on behalf of 
local authorities w

ho license cinem
as under the 

Licensing Act 2003
1

●  video w
orks distributed on physical m

edia under 
the V

ideo Recordings Act 1984 

●  video w
orks w

hich are distributed over the 
internet under a voluntary, self-regulatory service

●  com
m

ercial and internet content distributed  
via m

obile netw
orks under a voluntary, self-

regulatory service

O
ur C

lassification G
uidelines follow

 an extensive 
public consultation to w

hich m
ore than 10,000 

people contribute across the U
K, as w

ell as other 
research, expert advice and our accum

ulated 
experience over m

any years. The G
uidelines, and 

our practice in applying them
, pay particular 

attention to changes in public taste, attitudes and 
concerns, and changes in the law

. They also 
take account of new

 evidence from
 research and 

expert sources. The G
uidelines are review

ed 
every four to five years, and how

 w
e apply them

 
is review

ed w
hen necessary. 

 1Since 31 M
arch 2016 the BBFC

 has sub-contracted the assessm
ent of 

cinem
a advertisem

ents for com
m

ercial goods and services to the C
inem

a 
Advertising Association, w

hile retaining responsibility for classifying  
all feature film

s, trailers, public inform
ation film

s and charity cam
paigns.

Th
e B

ritish
 B

oard
 of Film

 C
lassification

 (B
B

FC
) is  

an
 in

d
ep

en
d

en
t, n

on
- g

overn
m

en
tal, n

ot- for- p
rofit,  

co- reg
u

latory b
od

y. O
u

r classification
 fu

n
ction

 is  
fu

n
d

ed
 th

rou
g

h
 fees ch

arg
ed

 to th
ose w

h
o su

b
m

it  
film

s an
d

 vid
eo w

orks for classification
. 

W
e take responsibility for the G

uidelines and for 
their interpretation. This responsibility is subject 
to the norm

al considerations of fairness and 
reasonableness.

H
ere, and throughout the G

uidelines, video 
w

orks are taken to include film
s and program

m
es 

released on D
V

D
 or Blu-ray, or distributed by 

m
eans of dow

nload or stream
ing on the internet.

The G
uidelines cannot be a com

prehensive 
account of everything that m

ay at any tim
e be  

of concern. If issues arise w
hich are not 

specifically covered here, they w
ill be dealt w

ith 
by us on their m

erits and in line w
ith the 

standards expressed and im
plied in these 

G
uidelines. The G

uidelines are not a legal 
docum

ent and should be interpreted in the spirit 
of w

hat is intended as w
ell as in the letter. 

W
e w

ill provide guidance on the interpretation  
of these G

uidelines on request and their 
application to particular film

s.

Sh
ap

ed
 b

y you
.

Every 4 -5 years, w
e speak to over 10,000 

people across the U
K to ensure that the  

BBFC
 C

lassification G
uidelines reflect w

hat 
view

ers w
ant and expect.
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W
e fulfil these roles chiefly by providing age 

classifications and publishing advice (know
n as 

ratings info) for individual film
s and videos. 

Ratings info gives a detailed breakdow
n of the 

issues that result in a particular classification,  
as w

ell as other issues likely to be of relevance 
to view

ers.

O
ur extensive research into public opinion 

guides us as w
e seek to ensure that classification 

decisions generally reflect public sensibilities 
and expectations as these change over tim

e. W
e 

seek to ensure that film
s and videos reach the 

w
idest audience that is appropriate for their them

e 
and treatm

ent.

W
hile m

edia effects research and expert  
opinion can provide valuable insights, it can be 
inconclusive or contradictory on issues of 
suitability and harm

. In such cases w
e m

ust rely 
on our ow

n experience and expertise to m
ake  

a judgem
ent as to the suitability of a w

ork for 
classification at a particular age category, taking 
into consideration w

hether the availability of  
the m

aterial, to the age group concerned, is clearly 
unacceptable to broad public opinion.

W
e do this w

ithout infringing the right of adults 
to choose w

hat they view
 provided that it rem

ains 
w

ithin the law
 and is not potentially harm

ful. 

In relation to harm
, w

e w
ill consider w

hether the 
m

aterial, either on its ow
n, or in com

bination w
ith 

other content of a sim
ilar nature, m

ay cause any 
harm

 at the category concerned. This includes not 
just any harm

 that m
ay result from

 the behaviour 
of potential view

ers, but also any m
oral or societal 

harm
 that m

ay be caused by, for exam
ple, 

desensitising a potential view
er to the effects of 

violence, degrading a potential view
er’s sense  

of em
pathy, encouraging a dehum

anised view
 of 

others, encouraging anti-social attitudes, 
reinforcing unhealthy fantasies, or eroding a sense 
of m

oral responsibility. Especially w
ith regard to 

children, harm
 m

ay also include im
pairing social 

and m
oral developm

ent, distorting a view
er’s 

sense of right and w
rong, and lim

iting their 
capacity for com

passion.

W
e w

ill not classify m
aterial w

hich is in conflict 
w

ith the crim
inal law

, and w
e w

ill have regard to 
w

hether the m
aterial has arisen from

 the 
com

m
ission of an unlaw

ful act. 

W
e act as a regulator across the U

nited Kingdom
. 

H
ow

ever, the U
K does not have a single legal 

system
, and so w

e take account of the different 
legal system

s that coexist in the U
K. Further 

details about the applicable legislation can be 
found in the A

nnexe – legal considerations.

O
u

r g
u

id
in

g
 p

rin
cip

les are: 

●
  to protect children and vulnerable adults from

 potentially harm
ful or  

otherw
ise unsuitable m

edia content
●

  to em
pow

er consum
ers, particularly parents and those w

ith responsibility  
for children, to m

ake inform
ed view

ing decisions

G
u

id
in

g
 prin

ciples
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C
ontext

W
e consider the context in w

hich an issue (such 
as sex, language or violence) is presented w

ithin 
a film

 or video. In doing this w
e take account  

of factors such as the setting of a w
ork (historical, 

fantasy, realistic, contem
porary); the m

anner  
of presentation (for exam

ple, an aggressive and 
directed use of bad or discrim

inatory language 
m

ay result in a higher classification than a 
light-hearted and self-referential use of the sam

e 
term

); the apparent intention of the film
; the 

original production date of the w
ork (for exam

ple, 
outdated attitudes m

ight be considered less 
offensive, and consequently classified at a low

er 
category, in an old, obviously dated, w

ork);  
the expectations of the likely audience; and any 
special m

erits of the w
ork. 

Them
e

C
lassification decisions w

ill take into account the 
them

e of a w
ork, but w

ill depend significantly  
on the treatm

ent of that them
e, and especially 

the sensitivity of its presentation. The m
ost 

challenging them
es (for exam

ple, sexual violence, 
paedophilia and suicide) are unlikely to be 
appropriate at the low

est levels of classification 
(U

 or PG
). H

ow
ever, there is no reason in principle 

w
hy m

ost them
es, how

ever diffi
cult, could not be 

presented in a m
anner w

hich allow
s classification 

at 18 or even, w
here suitable, at low

er levels. 
C

lassification decisions are likely to be less 
restrictive w

here diffi
cult them

es are handled in 
a reassuring and age appropriate m

anner, or 
w

here there is a positive outcom
e. C

lassification 
decisions are likely to be m

ore restrictive w
here 

diffi
cult them

es are handled in a m
anner likely to 

create or reinforce anxiety.

There are general factors 
that m

ay influence a 
classification decision 
at any level and in 
connection w

ith any 
issue. These factors are 
of particular im

portance 
w

hen a w
ork lies on  

the borderline betw
een 

tw
o age categories. 

G
en

eral classification
  

con
sid

eration
s

Tone and im
pact

The overall tone of a w
ork m

ay also affect the 
classification decision. W

hile the presentation of 
specific issues, such as sex and violence, m

ay 
not be problem

atic at a particular category, a w
ork 

w
ith a dark or unsettling tone m

ay receive a 
higher classification. O

ther tonal considerations 
w

hich m
ight have an influence on classification 

include the extent to w
hich the w

ork presents  
a despairing view

 of the w
orld, or the extent to 

w
hich transgressive or harm

ful behaviour is 
condoned or m

ade to appear norm
al. 

W
e take into account the im

pact of a w
ork (i.e. 

how
 it m

akes the audience feel), for exam
ple  

the presentation of credible real w
orld scenarios 

about w
hich view

ers, especially younger 
view

ers, are likely to be anxious (e.g. terrorism
, 

abduction, suicide, self-harm
). W

e also take 
account of audience expectations regarding 
genre, for exam

ple in relation to horror film
s 

w
here threat m

ay be m
ore significant than the 

level of violence, or in the case of action  
film

s, w
here view

ers are likely to have certain 
expectations regarding the type of highly 
choreographed and unrealistic violence they are 
likely to contain.

W
here m

ultiple classification issues are present 
in the sam

e w
ork, this m

ay produce a cum
ulative 

im
pact that m

akes a higher classification m
ore 

appropriate.
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Sp
ecific classification

  
con

sid
eration

s

D
angerous behaviour

C
lassification decisions w

ill take into account 
any detailed portrayal of crim

inal and violent 
techniques, and glam

orisation of easily accessible 
w

eapons, such as knives. W
orks w

hich portray 
anti-social behaviour (for exam

ple, bullying) 
uncritically are likely to receive a higher 
classification. W

orks w
hich, taken as a w

hole, 
actively prom

ote illegal behaviour m
ay be cut  

or refused a classification. 

Portrayals of potentially dangerous behaviour 
(especially relating to suicide, self-harm

 and 
asphyxiation) w

hich children and young people 
m

ay potentially copy, w
ill be cut if a higher 

classification is not appropriate. The relative ease 
and likelihood of im

itation are also considered.

C
lassification decisions m

ay be less restrictive 
w

here the risks of any dangerous behaviour are 
likely to be obvious to the intended audience,  
or w

here m
aterial is intended to educate younger 

view
ers about dangers. C

lassification decisions 
w

ill be m
ore restrictive w

here novel inform
ation  

is presented (for exam
ple, about specific suicide 

techniques), w
here harm

ful behaviour is 
glam

orised, or w
here risks are not m

ade clear.

D
rugs

N
o w

ork taken as a w
hole m

ay prom
ote the 

m
isuse of drugs and any detailed portrayal of drug 

m
isuse likely to prom

ote the activity m
ay be cut. 

W
orks w

hich norm
alise or glam

orise drug m
isuse 

are likely to receive a higher classification than 
w

orks w
hich show

 drug m
isuse w

hile em
phasising 

the dangers. 

W
here sm

oking, alcohol abuse or substance 
m

isuse feature to a significant extent in w
orks 

w
hich appeal to children, this w

ill norm
ally be 

indicated in ratings info. C
lassification decisions 

w
ill also take into account any prom

otion or 
glam

orisation of such activities.

Language
Language w

hich people m
ay find offensive 

includes the use of expletives w
ith a sexual, 

religious or racial association, derogatory 
language about m

inority groups and com
m

only 
understood rude gestures. The extent of  
offence m

ay vary according to age, gender, race, 
background, beliefs and expectations brought  
by view

ers to the w
ork as w

ell as the context in 
w

hich the w
ord, expression or gesture is used. 

D
iscrim

ination 
Potentially offensive content relating to m

atters 
such as race, gender, religion, disability or 
sexuality m

ay arise in a w
ide range of w

orks, and 
the classification decision w

ill take account of the 
strength or im

pact of their inclusion. The context 
in w

hich such content m
ay appear also has a 

bearing. W
orks w

ith such content m
ay receive a 

low
er category w

here discrim
inatory language 

and behaviour is im
plicitly or explicitly criticised; 

or the w
ork has a historical setting w

ithin w
hich 

outdated attitudes or outm
oded expressions 

w
ould be expected; or the w

ork is obviously dated, 
w

ith little or no appeal to children; or the w
ork 

seeks to challenge discrim
inatory attitudes and 

assum
ptions. W

orks w
ith such content m

ay 
receive a higher category w

here discrim
inatory 

language and behaviour is accom
panied by 

threat or violence; or w
here there is a clear pow

er 
im

balance; or w
here such behaviour is left 

unchallenged; or w
here discrim

inatory attitudes 
and assum

ptions are norm
alised. W

here 
discrim

inatory language or behaviour occurs,  
this w

ill norm
ally be indicated in ratings info.

For these reasons, it is im
possible to set out 

com
prehensive lists of w

ords, expressions or 
gestures w

hich are acceptable at each  
category. The advice at different classification 
levels, therefore, provides general guidance 
taking account of the view

s expressed in public 
consultation exercises.

N
udity

N
udity w

ith no sexual context is in principle 
acceptable at all classification levels, but w

ill not 
generally occur m

ore than occasionally at U
. 

N
udity w

ith a sexual context w
ill receive a higher 

classification. W
here the principal purpose of 

depicting nudity is to sexually arouse it w
ill usually 

only be passed at the adult categories (18 or R18 ).

This section of the 
G

uidelines identifies 
concerns w

hich  
apply, to a greater or a 
lesser degree, at all 
classification levels, and 
sets out the general 
approach that w

e take. 
The concerns are listed 
in alphabetical order.

Pages 18 to 28 of the 
G

uidelines provide 
specific guidance for U

 
through to R

18 w
ith 

regard to such concerns. 
This should be read 
together w

ith the 
G

eneral classification 
considerations.
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Sex
The portrayal of sexual activity can range from

 
kissing to detail of unsim

ulated sex. The 
norm

alisation of overtly sexualised behaviour  
is a concern at the junior categories (U

, PG
  

and 12A
/12 ). The classification system

 allow
s 

progressively stronger portrayals of sexual 
behaviour as the categories rise.

Sex w
orks (w

orks w
hose prim

ary purpose is 
sexual arousal or stim

ulation) w
ill only be passed 

at 18 or R18. 

W
e w

ill apply these G
uidelines in relation to  

sex to the sam
e standard regardless of sexual 

orientation of the activity portrayed.

Sexual violence and sexual threat
D

epictions of the stronger form
s of sexual 

violence, including rape, are not perm
itted at  

the junior categories. 

W
hen considering scenes of sexual violence, 

aggravating factors include:

●  the presence of a gang dynam
ic (e.g. a ‘gang 

rape’ scene)

●  a focus on the victim
 being overpow

ered  
or pow

erless

●  prolonged, detailed or gratuitous depiction 

●  an em
phasis on nudity

●  an em
phasis on the pleasure of the attacker 

Threat and horror
W

here film
s are targeted at a younger audience, 

classification decisions w
ill take into account 

factors such as the frequency, length and detail 
of scary or otherw

ise unsettling scenes as  
w

ell as factors such as the im
pact of m

usic and 
sound, and w

hether there is a sw
ift and 

reassuring outcom
e.

The classification of threat and horror w
ill take 

account of the general tone, im
pact, realism

  
and supernatural elem

ents of a w
ork as w

ell as 
the level of detail in individual scenes. Fantasy 
settings or the inclusion of hum

our m
ay be 

m
itigating factors. The presentation of ‘real w

orld’ 
issues and fears m

ay be an aggravating factor. 

V
iolence

C
lassification decisions w

ill take account of the 
degree and nature of violence in a w

ork. 

W
orks w

hich feature the follow
ing are likely to 

receive a m
ore restrictive classification: 

●  portrayal of violence as a norm
al solution  

to problem
s

●  heroes w
ho inflict pain and injury 

●  callousness tow
ards victim

s

●  the encouragem
ent of aggressive attitudes

●  characters taking pleasure in pain or hum
iliation

●  the glorification or glam
orisation of violence

●  gratuitous violence

●  violence presented in a credible and realistic 
context (e.g. gang violence, dom

estic violence)

●  a strong em
phasis on the distress and fear  

of the victim

●  a credible ‘real w
orld’ setting 

●  a protracted build-up of sexual threat

M
itigating factors include: 

●  brevity and lack of detail 

●  a clear educational m
essage aim

ed at  
young people 

●  a strong narrative justification

W
e m

ay refuse to classify content w
hich m

akes 
rape or other non-consensual sexually  
violent behaviour look appealing or acceptable, 
reinforces the suggestion that victim

s enjoy  
such behaviour, or invites view

er com
plicity in 

such behaviour.

References to sexual violence are likely to be 
treated less restrictively than depictions of sexual 
violence, although any references at the junior 
categories w

ill generally be oblique or undetailed. 

Sexual threat and abusive behaviour are not 
perm

itted at the low
est levels of classification and 

w
ill only be perm

itted at 12A
/12 if brief and 

negatively presented. 

W
orks w

hich feature the follow
ing are likely  

to be treated less restrictively:

●  violence in a historical context

●  violence in an action or fantasy context

●  violence that lacks detail

●  violence that looks unreal, fake or overly staged

● com
ic violence

●  violence that is challenged or punished

●  violence in a context w
here it is likely to be 

expected by the intended audience

W
e are unlikely to classify content w

hich is so 
dem

eaning or degrading to hum
an dignity (for 

exam
ple, it consists of strong abuse, torture  

or death w
ithout any significant m

itigating factors) 
that it m

ay pose a harm
 risk.

Sp
ecific classification

 con
sid

eration
s con

tin
u

ed
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Education videos
W

hen classifying an education video, including  
a sex education video, for use in schools, w

e w
ill 

take account of the educational purpose of the 
video and the context in w

hich it is to be view
ed 

(for exam
ple in the classroom

 m
ediated by  

a teacher).

M
usic videos

In addition to the usual issues, the classification 
of a m

usic video w
ill take account of any elem

ents 
w

hich are of particular concern to parents, 
including glam

orisation of behaviour w
hich they 

consider inappropriate such as drug m
isuse  

or sexualised behaviour. W
here m

usic videos are 
short and self-contained, m

aterial m
ay be less 

likely to be justified by context.

Photo or pattern sensitivity, m
otion sickness 

and reactions to low
 frequency sound

A sm
all num

ber of view
ers are sensitive to 

flashing and flickering light, or som
e shapes and 

patterns, and m
ay experience seizures or other 

serious physical effects. Som
e view

ers experience 
feelings of m

otion sickness or other sym
ptom

s 
w

hen view
ing w

orks w
hich feature hand held or 

otherw
ise m

oving cam
eraw

ork, or w
hich feature 

very low
 frequency sounds. 

It is the responsibility of film
 m

akers and 
distributors to identify w

orks in w
hich such 

issues arise and to ensure that, w
hen required, 

appropriate w
arnings are given to view

ers. 
H

ow
ever, if it is obvious during view

ing that the 
w

ork contains strong exam
ples of such im

agery 

If the title of a w
ork is likely to cause significant 

offence to a significant num
ber of people if 

displayed in a public place, w
e w

ill advise the 
distributor to consider carefully the places in 
w

hich it is likely to be seen and to take appropriate 
action, for exam

ple, by obscuring certain w
ords 

on packaging or m
arketing m

aterials. (This advice 
is not given in relation to video w

orks classified 
R18 as such w

orks m
ay only be supplied or offered 

for supply in a licensed sex shop.)

Trailers and advertisem
ents

A
udiences m

ay choose to see a full-length 
feature based on expectations of the particular 
genre at the given classification and on the 
published ratings info. In contrast, audiences 
have no choice, and often no expectation, about 
the accom

panying trailers or advertisem
ents 

w
hich m

ay be very different in tone and content 
to the film

 the audience has chosen to view
.  

In addition, because trailers and advertisem
ents 

are short and self-contained, m
aterial is less 

likely to be justified by context and m
ore likely  

to cause offence.

For these reasons, classification decisions for 
trailers and advertisem

ents m
ay be m

ore 
restrictive than for equivalent m

aterial in a m
ain 

feature. Strong language w
ill not be allow

ed in 
trailers at the U

, PG
 and 12A

/12 categories. Strong 
language m

ay be perm
itted in trailers at 15, 

unless significantly aggravated by other factors. 
Infrequent very strong language m

ay be perm
itted 

in trailers at 15 but usually only w
here there  

are m
itigating factors such as a com

ic context.

The m
ore restrictive approach set out above 

m
ay be relaxed w

here an advertisem
ent is part 

of a public inform
ation cam

paign or has a 
charitable purpose. 

C
inem

as are responsible for the exhibition of 
cinem

a trailers and advertisem
ents, and w

e  
have no involvem

ent in deciding w
hich film

s they 
precede. Q

uestions or com
plaints about the 

exhibition of trailers or advertisem
ents should 

be directed to the cinem
a m

anagem
ent in the 

first instance.

V
ideo gam

es 
W

ith a few
 lim

ited exceptions w
e do not classify 

video gam
es. W

e consider for classification 
those video gam

es contained on discs w
hich 

feature prim
arily linear video content and any 

pornographic video gam
es. 

W
e also advise the video gam

es authority on  
the classification of linear video footage contained  
in gam

es w
hich is not integral to the gam

e.  
This includes, for exam

ple, rew
ards and video 

content in gam
es w

hich is designed to be 
view

ed in its ow
n right, w

ithout taking forw
ard 

the narrative drive of the gam
e.

V
irtual reality 

The BBFC
 is responsible for classifying linear  

V
R (virtual reality) content w

hereas the video  
gam

es authority is responsible for classifying 
non-linear V

R content.

O
th

er m
atters

or sounds, w
e w

ill advise the distributor of the 
need to ensure that appropriate w

arnings are in 
place. W

here necessary, w
e m

ay require 
assurances regarding the display of appropriate 
w

arnings as a condition of classification. 

Release form
at

C
lassification decisions m

ay be stricter on  
video w

orks than on film
. This is because of the 

increased possibility of under-age view
ing  

as recognised in the V
ideo Recordings Act (see 

Annexe), as w
ell as the increased possibility of 

w
orks being replayed or sections view

ed out of 
context. A

ccordingly, a video w
ork (either 

packaged or online) m
ay occasionally receive a 

higher classification than on film
, or require new

 
or different cuts. (V

ideo w
orks m

ay also receive 
a higher classification because they contain 
additional content.) 

The screen form
at or visual presentation of  

a subm
ission m

ay also alter a classification, for 
exam

ple, if the im
age has been processed in  

the 3D
 form

at, or is show
n w

ith an altered aspect 
ratio such as on an IM

A
X screen, or if the w

ork  
is experienced as a piece of im

m
ersive linear V

R 
(virtual reality).

Titles
W

e w
ill require changes as a condition of 

classification if the title of a w
ork incites racial or 

religious hatred, or other crim
inal behaviour,  

or encourages an interest in abusive or illegal 
sexual activity. 
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Th
e classification

 categ
ories

W
e endeavour to classify subm

itted w
orks in one of the follow

ing categories:

The follow
ing pages set out guidance on how

 the specific 
classification considerations (for exam

ple, sex and violence ) are 
applied from

 U
 through to R

18. The criteria should be read  
in com

bination w
ith the general approach set out earlier under 

 ‘G
uiding principles’, ‘G

eneral classification considerations’  
and ‘Specific classification considerations’. 

B
ecause w

orks from
 tim

e to tim
e present issues in w

ays w
hich 

cannot be anticipated, these criteria w
ill not be applied in  

an over-literal w
ay if such an interpretation w

ould lead to an 
outcom

e w
hich w

ould confound audience expectations.
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 U
 film

 should be suitable for audiences aged four years and over, 
although it is im

possible to predict w
hat m

ight upset any particular  
child. U

 film
s should be set w

ithin a positive fram
ew

ork and should off
er 

reassuring counterbalances to any violence, threat or horror.

D
angerous behaviour

Potentially dangerous or anti-social behaviour 
w

hich young children m
ay copy m

ust  
be clearly disapproved of or be presented 
unrealistically. N

o em
phasis on realistic  

or easily accessible w
eapons. 

D
iscrim

ination
D

iscrim
inatory language or behaviour is unlikely 

to be acceptable unless clearly disapproved of. 

D
rugs

References to illegal drugs or drug m
isuse m

ust 
be infrequent and innocuous, or have a clear 
educational purpose or anti-drug m

essage suitable 
for young children.
 Language
Infrequent use only of very m

ild bad language.

N
udity

O
ccasional nudity, w

ith no sexual context.

Sex
O

nly very m
ild sexual behaviour (for exam

ple, 
kissing) and references to such behaviour. 

Threat and horror
Scary or potentially unsettling sequences should 
be m

ild, brief and unlikely to cause undue 
anxiety to young children. The outcom

e should 
be reassuring.

V
iolence

Violence w
ill generally be very m

ild. M
ild violence 

m
ay be acceptable if it is justified by context (for 

exam
ple, com

edic, anim
ated, w

holly unrealistic). 

U
n

iversal
Suitable for all



21
20 A

 PG
 film

 should not unsettle a child aged around eight or older. 
U

naccom
panied children of any age m

ay w
atch, but parents  

are advised to consider w
hether the content m

ay upset younger  
or m

ore sensitive children. 

D
angerous behaviour

N
o detail of potentially dangerous behaviour w

hich 
young children are likely to copy, if that behaviour 
is presented as safe or fun. N

o glam
orisation  

of realistic or easily accessible w
eapons such as 

knives. N
o focus on anti-social behaviour w

hich 
young children are likely to copy.

D
iscrim

ination
D

iscrim
inatory language or behaviour is unlikely 

to be acceptable unless clearly disapproved  
of, or in an educational or historical context, or  
in a particularly dated w

ork w
ith no likely appeal 

to children. D
iscrim

ination by a character w
ith 

w
hom

 children can readily identify is unlikely to 
be acceptable. 

D
rugs

References to illegal drugs or drug m
isuse m

ust be 
innocuous or carry a suitable anti-drug m

essage.

Language
M

ild bad language only. A
ggressive or very 

frequent use of m
ild bad language m

ay result in 
a w

ork being passed at a higher category.

N
udity

There m
ay be nudity w

ith no sexual context.

Sex
Sexual activity m

ay be im
plied, but should be 

discreet and infrequent. M
ild sex references and 

innuendo only.

Threat and horror
Frightening sequences or situations w

here 
characters are in danger should not be prolonged 
or intense. Fantasy settings and com

edy m
ay  

be m
itigating factors.

V
iolence

V
iolence w

ill usually be m
ild. H

ow
ever, there 

m
ay be m

oderate violence, w
ithout detail,  

if justified by its context (for exam
ple, history, 

com
edy or fantasy).

P
aren

tal G
u

id
an

ce
G

eneral view
ing, but som

e scenes m
ay  

be unsuitable for young children



23
22 Film

s classified 12A
 and video w

orks classified 12 contain m
aterial that  

is not generally suitable for children aged under 12. 

N
o one younger than 12 m

ay see a 12A
 film

 in a cinem
a unless 

accom
panied by an adult. A

dults planning to take a child under 12 to view
 

a 12A
 film

 should consider w
hether the film

 is suitable for that child.  
To help them

 decide, w
e recom

m
end that they check the ratings info for 

that film
 in advance.

N
o one younger than 12 m

ay rent or buy a 12 rated video w
ork.

D
angerous behaviour

N
o prom

otion of potentially dangerous behaviour 
w

hich children are likely to copy. N
o glam

orisation 
of realistic or easily accessible w

eapons such as 
knives. N

o endorsem
ent of anti-social behaviour.

D
iscrim

ination
D

iscrim
inatory language or behaviour m

ust not be 
endorsed by the w

ork as a w
hole. Aggressive 

discrim
inatory language or behaviour is unlikely 

to be acceptable unless clearly condem
ned. 

D
rugs

M
isuse of drugs m

ust be infrequent and should 
not be glam

orised or give detailed instruction. 

Language
There m

ay be m
oderate bad language. Strong 

language m
ay be perm

itted, depending on the 
m

anner in w
hich it is used, w

ho is using the 
language, its frequency w

ithin the w
ork as a w

hole 
and any special contextual justification.

N
udity

There m
ay be nudity, but in a sexual context it 

m
ust be brief and discreet.

Sex
Sexual activity m

ay be briefly and discreetly 
portrayed. M

oderate sex references are perm
itted, 

but frequent crude references are unlikely to  
be acceptable.

Sexual violence and sexual threat
There m

ay be verbal references to sexual violence 
provided they are not graphic. The stronger form

s 
of sexual violence, including rape, m

ay only be 
im

plied and any sexual threat or abusive behaviour 
m

ust be brief and negatively presented. 

Threat and horror
There m

ay be m
oderate physical and psychological 

threat and horror sequences. A
lthough som

e 
scenes m

ay be disturbing, the overall tone should 
not be. H

orror sequences should not be frequent 
or sustained.

V
iolence

There m
ay be m

oderate violence but it should not 
dw

ell on detail. There should be no em
phasis  

on injuries or blood, but occasional gory m
om

ents 
m

ay be perm
itted if justified by the context.

12A
/12

Suitable for 12 years and over
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o one younger than 15 m
ay see a 15 film

 in a cinem
a.

N
o one younger than 15 m

ay rent or buy a 15 rated video w
ork.

N
udity

There are no constraints on nudity in a non-sexual 
or educational context. Sexual nudity m

ay be 
perm

itted but strong detail is likely to be brief or 
presented in a com

ic context. 

Sex
Sexual activity m

ay be portrayed, but usually 
w

ithout strong detail. There m
ay be strong 

verbal references to sexual behaviour. Repeated 
very strong references, particularly those  
using pornographic language, are unlikely to be 
acceptable. W

orks w
hose prim

ary purpose is 
sexual arousal are unacceptable. 

Sexual violence and sexual threat
There m

ay be strong verbal references to sexual 
violence but any depiction of the stronger form

s 
of sexual violence, including rape, m

ust not  
be detailed or prolonged. A strong and sustained 
focus on sexual threat is unacceptable.

Threat and horror
There m

ay be strong threat and horror. A sustained 
focus on sadistic threat is unlikely to be acceptable. 

V
iolence

Violence m
ay be strong but should not dw

ell on 
the infliction of pain or injury. The strongest gory 
im

ages are unlikely to be acceptable. Strong 
sadistic violence is also unlikely to be acceptable. 

D
angerous behaviour

D
angerous behaviour (for exam

ple, suicide, 
self-harm

ing and asphyxiation) should not  
dw

ell on detail w
hich could be copied. W

hether 
the depiction of easily accessible w

eapons is 
acceptable w

ill depend on factors such as realism
, 

context and setting.

D
iscrim

ination
The w

ork as a w
hole m

ust not endorse 
discrim

inatory language or behaviour, although 
there m

ay be racist, hom
ophobic or other 

discrim
inatory them

es and language. 

D
rugs

D
rug taking m

ay be show
n but the w

ork as a 
w

hole m
ust not prom

ote or encourage drug 
m

isuse (for exam
ple, through detailed instruction). 

The m
isuse of easily accessible and highly 

dangerous substances (for exam
ple, aerosols  

or solvents) is unlikely to be acceptable.

Language
There m

ay be strong language. Very strong 
language m

ay be perm
itted, depending on  

the m
anner in w

hich it is used, w
ho is using the 

language, its frequency w
ithin the w

ork as a 
w

hole and any special contextual justification.

15Suitable only for 15 years and over
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o one younger than 18 m
ay see an 18 film

 in a cinem
a.

N
o one younger than 18 m

ay rent or buy an 18 rated video w
ork.

Sex w
orks at 18

Sex w
orks are w

orks w
hose prim

ary purpose is 
sexual arousal or stim

ulation. Sex w
orks containing 

only m
aterial w

hich m
ay be sim

ulated are 
generally passed 18. Sex w

orks containing clear 
im

ages of real sex, strong fetish m
aterial, sexually 

explicit anim
ated im

ages, or other very strong 
sexual im

ages w
ill be confined to the R18 category. 

M
aterial w

hich is unacceptable in a sex w
ork  

at R18 is also unacceptable in a sex w
ork at 18.

A
dults should be free to choose their ow

n 
entertainm

ent. Exceptions are m
ost likely in the 

follow
ing areas:

●  w
here the m

aterial is in breach of the crim
inal 

law
, or has been created through the com

m
ission 

of a crim
inal offence

●  w
here m

aterial or treatm
ent appears to us to risk 

harm
 to individuals or, through their behaviour, 

to society. For exam
ple, the detailed portrayal of 

violent or dangerous acts, or of illegal drug use, 
w

hich m
ay cause harm

 to public health or m
orals. 

This m
ay include portrayals of sadistic violence, 

rape or other non-consensual sexually violent 
behaviour w

hich m
ake this violence look 

appealing; reinforce the suggestion that victim
s 

enjoy rape or other non-consensual sexually 
violent behaviour; or w

hich invite view
er com

plicity 
in rape, other non-consensual sexually violent 
behaviour or other harm

ful violent activities

●  w
here there are m

ore explicit im
ages of sexual 

activity in the context of a sex w
ork (see right)

In the case of video w
orks, w

hich m
ay be m

ore 
accessible to younger view

ers, intervention m
ay 

be m
ore frequent than for cinem

a film
s. 

18Suitable only for adults
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18
To be show

n only in specially licensed cinem
as, or  

supplied only in licensed sex shops, and to adults only

The R18 category is a special and legally-restricted classification prim
arily 

for explicit w
orks of consenting sex or strong fetish m

aterial involving 
adults. Film

s m
ay only be show

n to adults in specially licensed cinem
as, 

and video w
orks m

ay be supplied to adults only in licensed sex shops. 
R18 video w

orks m
ay not be supplied by m

ail order. 

The follow
ing content is not acceptable:

●  m
aterial w

hich is in breach of the crim
inal law

, 
including m

aterial judged to be obscene  
under the current interpretation of the O

bscene 
Publications Act 1959 (see A

nnexe – legal 
considerations)

●  m
aterial (including dialogue) likely to encourage 

an interest in sexually abusive activity w
hich  

m
ay include adults role-playing as non-adults

●  the portrayal of sexual activity w
hich involves 

real or apparent lack of consent. A
ny form

  
of physical restraint w

hich prevents participants 
from

 indicating a w
ithdraw

al of consent

●  the infliction of pain or acts w
hich are likely to 

cause serious physical harm
, w

hether real or (in 
a sexual context) sim

ulated. Som
e allow

ance 
m

ay be m
ade for non-abusive, consensual activity

●  penetration by any object likely to cause 
physical harm

●  sexual threats, hum
iliation or abuse w

hich  
do not form

 part of a clearly consenting  
role-playing gam

e



31

●  graphic im
ages of real injury, violence or death 

presented in a salacious or sensationalist 
m

anner w
hich risks harm

 by encouraging callous 
or sadistic attitudes

●  m
aterial w

hich reinforces the suggestion that 
victim

s enjoy rape or other non-consensual 
sexually violent behaviour

●  m
aterial w

hich invites view
er com

plicity in rape, 
other non-consensual sexually violent behaviour, 
or other harm

ful violent activities
●  sex w

orks w
hich contain m

aterial listed as 
unacceptable at R18

W
hen the issue relates to the circum

stances of 
film

ing (for exam
ple, in relation to anim

al cruelty or 
public indecency) the custom

er w
ill norm

ally be 
given an opportunity to present evidence before 
a final decision is reached. 

Refusal to classify
A

s a last resort, the BBFC m
ay refuse to classify  

a w
ork, in line w

ith the objective of preventing 
non-trivial harm

 risks to potential view
ers and, 

through their behaviour, to society. W
e m

ay do so, 
for exam

ple, w
here a central concept of the w

ork 
is unacceptable, such as a sustained focus on rape, 
other non-consensual sexually violent behaviour 
or sadistic violence. Before refusing classification 
w

e w
ill consider w

hether the problem
s could be 

adequately addressed through intervention such 
as cuts. In deciding w

hether to refuse to classify, 
w

e w
ill keep in m

ind the inherent diffi
culty of using 

behavioural research to draw
 conclusions about 

real w
orld risks, and w

ill have regard to the full 
range of available evidence, including the view

s of 
the public and our ow

n know
ledge and experience.

In som
e cases, w

e require assurances, cuts or 
other changes (for exam

ple, the addition of 
w

arning captions) as a condition of classification, 
or as a condition of classifying at a particular 
category. In som

e circum
stances w

e m
ay refuse 

to classify a w
ork at any category. W

e publish 
details of all interventions on our w

ebsite.

C
uts for category

If the subm
itted w

ork is suitable for classification, 
but only at a category higher than that requested 
by the custom

er, w
e w

ill consider w
hether a low

er 
category could be achieved through relatively 
m

inor or sim
ple changes. If so, w

e m
ay offer the 

custom
er a choice of accepting either the higher 

or low
er category (the latter w

ith defined changes 
as necessary).

C
uts for category are unlikely to be available if the 

required changes w
ould be very extensive or 

com
plex, or w

ould not address for exam
ple, a tonal 

or them
atic issue running throughout the w

ork. 

C
om

pulsory cuts
If a subm

itted w
ork raises issues or concerns 

that cannot be addressed by classification  
at a particular age category, w

e m
ay require cuts 

or other changes as a condition of classification. 
Such intervention is m

ost likely w
hen the 

subm
itted w

ork contains: 
●  m

aterial w
hich m

ay prom
ote crim

inal activity
●  m

aterial w
hich is obscene or otherw

ise illegal
●  m

aterial created by m
eans of the com

m
ission  

of a crim
inal offence

●  portrayals of children in a sexualised or  
abusive context

●  m
aterial w

hich m
akes rape, other non-consensual 

sexually violent behaviour, or sadistic violence 
look appealing

W
here possible w

e  
w

ill carry out our 
responsibilities through 
appropriate use of the 
classification categories, 
particularly in order  
to protect children from

 
any potential harm

.

If necessary, how
ever, 

w
e m

ay cut or even 
refuse to classify a film

 
or video w

ork. 

In
terven

tion
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N
ew

sletters 
W

e produce a regular new
sletter about our  

latest classification decisions, podcasts and new
s. 

O
ur education team

 sends a new
sletter to 

teachers once a term
, focussing on our outreach 

program
m

e, partnerships and resources, including 
case studies. For industry w

e send a regular 
update on our services, new

s and classification 
turnaround tim

es each quarter. You can sign up 
to receive any of these new

sletters on our 
w

ebsite, bbfc.co.uk

Podcasts 
You can stream

 and dow
nload our regular short 

podcast on our w
ebsite, Soundcloud and iTunes. 

Each episode focuses on a particular them
e,  

film
 or TV series, and their age rating, highlighting 

key issues w
e took into account and any 

interesting facts about the classification process, 
for exam

ple any advice w
e gave, or reductions 

m
ade by the film

 m
aker or distributor to secure  

a particular age rating.

W
e try to avoid giving aw

ay m
ajor plot points. 

W
hen ratings info does contain plot spoilers w

e 
alw

ays post a w
arning. O

ccasionally, the longer 
version of ratings info describes full sequences 
in a film

 – for exam
ple, it m

ight describe a 
specific fight scene to give you a flavour of the 
sort of violence in the film

 and how
 strong it 

looks and feels – so be aw
are of this.

W
e publish ratings info the m

om
ent a film

 or 
video is classified, but the longer version m

ay 
not be available until 10 days before the film

 
opens. Som

etim
es, w

e classify film
s m

any w
eeks 

or even m
onths before they are due to open, 

w
hich is w

hy not all film
s listed on our w

ebsite w
ill 

have a link to the longer ratings info yet. W
e 

encourage view
ers to check ratings info w

hen 
they are choosing content for children and  
for them

selves.

bbfc.co.uk
O

ur w
ebsite provides a com

prehensive database 
of all the content w

e classify, including ratings 
info and inform

ation about cuts. You can read the 
C

lassification G
uidelines, search through our 

press releases, research and A
nnual Reports. W

e 
also publish case studies on film

s, including 
m

any set film
 texts for Film

 Studies courses in the 
U

K, a tim
eline of key events in our history and 

regular podcasts. 

cbbfc.co.uk
C

ontent for younger children, including the 
chance to rate trailers for children’s film

s and 
learn m

ore about our w
ork, can be found on 

C
BBFC

, our w
ebsite for children. Parents can 

also find advice about choosing content for 
children on VoD

 platform
s and inform

ation about 
our education program

m
e.

B
B

FC
 app

O
ur free app for iO

S and Android devices lets you 
check the latest film

 classifications and ratings 
info, w

atch trailers and read our G
uidelines. 

Tw
itter – @

B
B

FC
W

e update our Tw
itter account, @

BBFC
,  

w
ith all our new

s and latest film
 classification 

decisions. You can ask us quick questions  
there too. For m

ore detailed questions, you can 
em

ail us on feedback@
bbfc.co.uk

W
e publish detailed 

inform
ation about the 

content w
e classify, 

w
hich w

e call ratings 
info. It’s a helpful  
guide, particularly for 
parents, that gives a 
sum

m
ary of how

 and 
w

hy a film
 or video  

w
as given its age rating. 

En
g

ag
em

en
t w

ith
 th

e pu
b

lic

Ratings info includes: 
●  a short description of the issues contained in  

a film
 or video, and this appears on the black 

card show
n on the cinem

a screen before a film
 

starts, for exam
ple:

stron
g

 violen
ce, sex

, lan
g

u
ag

e,  
d

ru
g

 m
isu

se

●  w
e publish a longer, fuller version on our  

w
ebsite and app 

All content classified since the early 2000s has  
a short line of ratings info, and content classified 
m

ore recently also has a longer version,  
giving you a detailed idea of w

hat issues – bad 
language, drugs, sex and violence, or the use of 
discrim

inatory language or behaviour, for instance 
– you’re likely to find in the film

. It also raises  
any other issues that m

ay be of concern, such as 
divorce or bereavem

ent.
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ppeals
W

e offer a form
al reconsideration procedure 

w
hich is open to any custom

er dissatisfied w
ith 

the determ
ination m

ade in respect of their  
w

ork. The reconsideration is free of charge and 
w

ill norm
ally take few

er than 10 w
orking days.

A custom
er m

ay also appeal directly to an 
independent authority. Such an appeal m

ay take 
place follow

ing, or instead of, our reconsideration. 
In the case of film

s, the custom
er (or any m

em
ber 

of the public) m
ay address itself to the local 

authority w
hich licenses cinem

as in a particular 
area. In the case of video w

orks a custom
er  

m
ay appeal to the V

ideo A
ppeals C

om
m

ittee. 
The VAC

 is independent of the BBFC
 and can  

be contacted by post as follow
s:

The Secretary
The V

ideo A
ppeals C

om
m

ittee
3 Soho Square
London
W

1D
 3H

D

C
ustom

ers should note that a reconsideration  
or an appeal involves looking at the issues 
afresh. This m

eans that the outcom
e could, in 

som
e circum

stances, be m
ore restrictive than 

the original determ
ination.

A
p

p
eals, ad

vice view
in

g
s  

an
d

 feed
b

ack

A
dvice view

ings
A

 custom
er m

ay subm
it w

orks for advice at any 
stage of the production process. W

e w
ill inform

 
them

 of the likely classification a w
ork w

ill receive, 
and w

here appropriate any changes required  
to achieve the custom

er’s preferred classification. 
H

ow
ever, advice given in such circum

stances  
is not binding and w

e reserve the right to reach 
a different decision w

hen the final version of  
the w

ork is subm
itted form

ally for classification. 
If the final version of the w

ork subm
itted for 

classification differs in any significant respect from
 

that seen for advice, and if those changes appear 
to reflect advice w

e have given, then details of 
the changes w

ill appear on our w
ebsite.

Feedback
If you w

ant to send us any feedback about our 
age ratings or classification decisions, please 
don’t hesitate to em

ail us at feedback@
bbfc.co.uk 

or w
rite to us at: 

C
hief Executive’s O

ffi
ce

BBFC
3 Soho Square
London
W

1D
 3H

D
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The Licensing A
ct 2003

England and W
ales

C
inem

as (N
orthern Ireland ) O

rder 1991 
N

orthern Ireland
C

inem
as A

ct 1985
Scotland

C
inem

as require a licence from
 the local authority 

in w
hich they operate. The licence m

ust include  
a condition requiring the adm

ission of children 
(anyone under 18 ) to any film

 to be restricted in 
accordance w

ith our recom
m

endations or those 
of the licensing authority. O

ne of the key reasons 
for the licensing requirem

ent is the protection of 
children, including from

 potentially harm
ful 

content in film
s.

The V
ideo Recordings A

ct 1984
Video w

orks (including film
s, TV program

m
es and 

som
e video gam

es) w
hich are supplied on a  

disc, tape or any other device capable of storing 
data electronically m

ust have a BBFC classification 
unless they fall w

ithin the definition of an 
exem

pted w
ork. 

W
hen considering w

hether to aw
ard a certificate 

to a w
ork, or w

hether a w
ork is suitable at a 

particular category, w
e are required by the A

ct 
to have special regard to the likelihood of w

orks 
being view

ed in the hom
e, and to any harm

 that 
m

ay be caused to potential view
ers or, through 

their behaviour, to society by the m
anner in w

hich 
the w

ork deals w
ith:

●  crim
inal behaviour 

●  illegal drugs 
●  violent behaviour or incidents 

●  horrific behaviour or incidents 
●  hum

an sexual activity 

In considering these issues w
e have in m

ind 
the possible effect not only on children but also 
on other vulnerable people.

The O
bscene Publications A

cts 1959 & 1964
England and W

ales
The C

ivic G
overnm

ent (Scotland) A
ct 1982

Scotland
The O

bscene Publications A
ct 1857

N
orthern Ireland

It is illegal to publish a w
ork w

hich is obscene.  
A w

ork is obscene if, taken as a w
hole, it has  

a tendency to deprave and corrupt a significant 
proportion of those likely to see it. U

nder the 
O

bscene Publications A
ct 1959, no offence is 

com
m

itted if publication is justified as being for 
the public good on the grounds that it is in the 
interests of science, art, literature or learning or 
other objects of general concern.

In Scotland, case law
 im

plies a sim
ilar test w

ould 
be applied. In N

orthern Ireland, w
hile there is  

no express defence of “public good” it is likely that 
English law

 w
ould be taken into consideration.

C
rim

inal Justice and Im
m

igration A
ct 2008

England, W
ales and N

orthern Ireland
C

rim
inal Justice and Licensing (Scotland ) A

ct 
2010/C

ivic G
overnm

ent (Scotland ) A
ct 1982  

Scotland

It is illegal to be in possession of an extrem
e 

pornographic im
age. U

nder the C
rim

inal  
Justice and Im

m
igration Act 2008 an extrem

e 
pornographic im

age is one w
hich is 

pornographic and grossly offensive, disgusting 
or otherw

ise of an obscene character, w
hich 

features an apparently real person, and w
hich 

portrays, in an explicit and realistic w
ay, an  

act w
hich: 

●  threatens a person’s life
●  results, or is likely to result, in serious injury to  

a person’s anus, breasts or genitals
●  involves sexual interference w

ith a hum
an corpse

● involves intercourse or oral sex w
ith an anim

al 
●  involves non-consensual penetration of a m

outh, 
vagina or anus w

ith a penis or non-consensual 
sexual penetration of a vagina or anus by anything 

U
nder the C

ivic G
overnm

ent (Scotland ) Act 1982 
an extrem

e pornographic im
age is one w

hich  
is pornographic and obscene, and w

hich depicts 
in an explicit and realistic w

ay, an act w
hich:

●  takes or threatens a person’s life
●  results, or is likely to result, in a person’s  

severe injury
●  involves rape or other non-consensual  

penetrative sexual activity

●  involves sexual activity involving (directly  
or indirectly) a hum

an corpse
●  involves sexual activity betw

een a person  
and an anim

al

W
orks w

e classify under the V
ideo Recordings 

A
ct are excluded from

 the scope of the offence 
across the U

K.

The Protection of C
hildren A

ct 1978 
England and W

ales
C

ivic G
overnm

ent (Scotland ) A
ct 1982 

Scotland
Protection of C

hildren (N
orthern Ireland ) 

O
rder 1978

N
orthern Ireland

It is illegal to m
ake, distribute, show

 or possess 
indecent photographs or pseudo-photographs 
of a child. It is also illegal to m

ake, distribute, 
show

 or possess indecent im
ages of children 

w
hich have been derived from

 a photograph  
or pseudo-photograph (for exam

ple, by tracing). 
O

ffences relating to the possession of such 
im

ages are contained w
ithin the C

rim
inal Justice 

Act 1988 (England, W
ales and Scotland ), and  

the C
rim

inal Justice (Evidence, Etc. ) (N
orthern 

Ireland ) O
rder 1988. A child is defined as a 

person under the age of 18.

A
n

n
exe – leg

al con
sid

eration
s

The follow
ing legislation 

is not listed according to 
chronology or im

portance. 
Instead, it reflects a 
useful w

ay of explaining 
the structure of the legal 
fram

ew
ork that applies  

to our w
ork.
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A
n

n
exe – leg

al con
sid

eration
s con

tin
u

ed

The C
oroners and Justice A

ct 2009  
England, W

ales and N
orthern Ireland

The C
rim

inal Justice and Licensing A
ct 2010

Scotland

It is illegal to be in possession of a prohibited 
im

age of a child. A prohibited im
age of a child is 

a non-photographic or non-pseudo-photographic 
im

age w
hich is pornographic and grossly 

offensive, disgusting, or otherw
ise of an obscene 

character, and w
hich focuses solely or principally 

on a child’s genitals or anal region, or w
hich 

portrays specified sexual acts by, of, or in the 
presence of a child, including m

asturbation, oral 
sex or penetration, including sexual acts w

ith 
anim

als. A child is defined as being under 18 and 
an im

age of a child or other person can include 
im

aginary representations. W
orks w

e classify 
under the V

ideo Recordings A
ct are excluded 

from
 the scope of the offence unless im

ages 
have been extracted from

 such w
orks for the 

purpose of sexual arousal.

The Sexual O
ff

ences A
ct 2003

England and W
ales

Sexual O
ff

ences (Scotland ) A
ct 2009

Scotland
The Sexual O

ff
ences (N

orthern Ireland )  
O

rder 2008
N

orthern Ireland

It is illegal to expose oneself w
ith intent to cause 

alarm
 or distress – this offence augm

ents the 
com

m
on law

 m
isdem

eanour of indecent exposure. 
It is also prohibited for a person to record the 
private act of another, w

here the intention of the 
recording is for the sexual gratification of him

self 
or a third party and w

here the recorded party has 
not consented to so being film

ed. 

The C
inem

atograph Film
s (A

nim
als) A

ct 1937
England, Scotland and W

ales

It is illegal to show
 any scene “organised or 

directed” for the purposes of the film
 that involves 

actual cruelty to anim
als. This Act applies to the 

exhibition of film
s in public cinem

as but w
e  

also apply the sam
e test to video w

orks. For the 
purposes of this legislation and The A

nim
al 

W
elfare Act 2006, only vertebrates w

hich are 
dom

esticated or otherw
ise under the control of 

m
an are defined as “anim

als”.

The A
nim

al W
elfare A

ct 2006 
England and W

ales
The W

elfare of A
nim

als A
ct  

(N
orthern Ireland ) 2011

N
orthern Ireland

The A
nim

al H
ealth and W

elfare  
(Scotland) A

ct 2006
Scotland

It is illegal to supply, publish, show
 or possess 

w
ith intent to supply a video recording of an  

 “anim
al fight” that has taken place w

ithin the U
K 

since 6 A
pril 2007.

The Tobacco A
dvertising and  

Prom
otion A

ct 2002
It is illegal, in the course of a business, to publish 
a tobacco advertisem

ent.

The C
rim

inal Justice and C
ourts A

ct 2015
England and W

ales
A

busive B
ehaviour and Sexual H

arm
 

(Scotland ) A
ct 2016

Scotland
Justice A

ct (N
orthern Ireland ) 2016 

N
orthern Ireland

It is an offence to disclose a private sexual 
photograph or film

 w
ithout the consent of any 

individual w
ho appears in the photograph or  

film
, if it is done w

ith the intention of causing that 
individual distress (or causing them

 fear, alarm
  

or distress in Scottish law
).

The Public O
rder A

ct 1986
England, Scotland and W

ales
The Public O

rder (N
orthern Ireland ) O

rder 1987
N

orthern Ireland

It is illegal to distribute, show
 or play to the public 

a recording of visual im
ages or sounds w

hich are 
threatening, abusive or insulting if the intention 
is to stir up racial hatred or hatred on the grounds 
of sexual orientation, or if racial hatred or hatred 
on the grounds of sexual orientation is likely to be 
stirred up. It is also illegal to distribute, show

 or 
play to the public a recording of visual im

ages or 
sounds w

hich are threatening if the intention is 
to stir up religious hatred.

In N
orthern Ireland the relevant group of  

persons m
ay be defined not only by colour, race, 

nationality or ethnic or national origins, but  
also by “religious belief” or “sexual orientation” 
or “disability”.

B
lasphem

y
In Scotland and N

orthern Ireland, the com
m

on 
law

 crim
e of blasphem

y exists but has not been 
utilised for prosecution in m

odern tim
es. The 

offences of blasphem
y and blasphem

ous libel 
under the com

m
on law

 of England and W
ales 

w
ere abolished in The C

rim
inal Justice and 

Im
m

igration Act 2008.

H
um

an Rights A
ct 1998

The Act perm
its such restrictions on freedom

 of 
expression as are prescribed by law

 and are 
necessary in a dem

ocratic society, in the interests 
of national security, territorial integrity or public 
safety, for the prevention of disorder or crim

e, for 
the protection of health or m

orals, for the 
protection of the reputation or rights of others, 
for preventing the disclosure of inform

ation 
received in confidence, or for m

aintaining the 
authority and im

partiality of the judiciary.

O
ther unlaw

ful m
aterial

In carrying out its responsibilities the BBFC
 w

ill 
have regard to w

hether the m
aterial itself appears 

to be unlaw
ful in the U

nited Kingdom
, or has 

arisen from
 the com

m
ission of an unlaw

ful act.
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